
La longueur de cet article est 

comprise entre 75 et 125 mots. 

Le titre de l'article est un élé-

ment important de votre bulle-

tin et doit être choisi avec soin. 

Il doit résumer le contenu en 

quelques mots et introduire le 

lecteur au coeur de l'article. 

Déterminez le titre avant d'écri-

re l'article. Il vous aidera à res-

ter dans le sujet. 

Voici quelques exemples : « Le 

produit X, élu produit de l'an-

née », « Un nouveau produit qui 

peut vous faire gagner du 

temps ! », « La nouvelle campa-

gne d'adhésion a pulvérisé tous 

les records », ou « Une nouvelle 

agence près de chez vous ». 

Titre de l'article secondaire 

RoLS Informs  

Dear reader, 

  

«…I take the opportunity, on this special occasion, to 

ensure that the government’s decision of providing ac-

cess to justice to all citizens – a decision that during this 

first year is being implemented with the support of 

UNDP- has no turning back. While we are faced with 

even solely one citizen that needs information and legal 

protection as well as legal representation, the govern-

ment will be available to support him».  
Quote from the Speech of H.E. The Prime Minister 

of Guinea Bissau in the opening ceremony of the 

Access to Justice Centre of Bissau Velho . 

 

About one year ago the government requested UNDP 

support for the development of mechanisms capable of 

bringing justice closer to the people. Exactly one year 

after, the government of Guinea Bissau inaugurated four 

Access to Justice Centers, know in its acronym as CAJ. 

Two of them are in Bissau, one in  Canchungo and the 

other in Mansoa. The performance of the CAJ is coordi-

nated by the Office for Legal Information and Consulta-

tion, (GICJU in its Portuguese acronym) under the aus-

pices of the Ministry of Justice.  

The establishment of the CAJ and GICJU were priori-

tized in the National Policy for the Justice Sector, the key 

document that guides the justice sector reform for the 

next five years, approved by the Council of Ministers in 

January 2011.  

This month’s edition is dedicated to the Access to Justice 

Centers, highlighting the several steps that allowed these 

centers to become a reality and provide further informa-

tion on what are the main goals of these centers and how 

they have been performing since their opening. 

No doubt this is a benchmark in the history of ROLS Pro-

gramme support to the justice sector. A benchmark that 

required a lot of intense preparatory work for one year 

but that gave concrete results in September 2011. RoLS 

Programme is committed to the sector and to all interna-

tional partners to accompany and monitor the work of 

these first centers to ensure that, one year ahead we are 

able to have a positive balance of this intervention. We 

are already very pleased with the sustainability signs pro-

vided by the Ministry of Justice with the inscription of 

the CAJ in the 2012 State Budget as well as the drafting 

of the Statutes of the Legal Technical Assistants Career 

Statutes. Congratulation Guinea-Bissau!  
 

Enjoy reading! 

  Ana Graça, 

RoLS Programme Specialist 

Newsletter of the Rule of Law and Security Programme 

Support: 

E D I T O R I A L  

Y E A R  I ,  N U M B E R  5 ,  A U G - S E P  2 0 1 1  

 

 

The  Office for Legal Information 

and Consultation (GICJU) and 

the Access to Justice Centre 

(CAJ) of Bissau Velho was inau-

gurated on the 13 of September 

by the Prime Minister in the 

presence of the Minister of Jus-

tice and several national and 

international authorities, includ-

ing civil society and ROLS Pro-

gramme and UNDP  representa-

tives. ROLS programme has 

been providing technical and 

financial support to the Ministry 

of Justice for access to justice 

and other interventions.  

In the same day the Access to 

Justice Centre from Bairro Mili-

tar was launched. The inaugura-

tion of CAJ Mansoa and Can-

chungo in the regions took place 

the following day in the presence 

of the Minister of Justice as well 

as Regional Governors, Sector 

Administrators, Traditional and 

Religious leaders as well as sev-

eral other guests.  

The creation of GICJU and the 

establishment of the CAJ were 

foreseen in the National Policy 

for the Justice Sector and its 

objective is to provide legal in-

formation and counseling to the 

most vulnerable as well as legal 

representation when necessary. 

In the CAJ the population will be 

assisted by the Legal Technical 

Assistants and by activists of the 

Human Rights League (HRL). 

Each CAJ has available two legal 

assistants. Jurists recruited by 

the government that were 

trained on access to justice and 

human rights in the National 

Judicial Training Center. The 

population can count on the 

assistance of 10 human rights 

activists in each region; Bissau 

also has 10 activists for its two 

centers. These advisors were 

also trained in access to justice, 

alternative dispute resolution 

and human rights. They are re-

sponsible for the community 

interventions and act as the in-

termediate between the commu-

nities and the CAJ. This project 

is also supported by UNDP 

ROLS. The idea is that should 

any rights violation occur within 

the communities it will be regis-

tered by the activists and they 

will do the first assistance to the 

victim that can also including 

referring them to the CAJ. In the 

CAJ the victims are assisted by 

the Legal Assistants. 

The HRL intervention is also 

very important at the level of 

prevention and sensitization and 

training with traditional authori-

ties.  

 CAJ are already working 
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Paralegal advisors benefit from training in Bissau 

Between the 15 and 22 of 
August, 36 activists of the 

Human Rights League at-
tended a training course 

on Access to justice. 
These activists are now 

performing as paralegal 

advisors in the Access to 

Justice Centres of Mansoa, 
Canchungo and Bissau 

(Bissau Velho and Bairro 
Militar). 

The training of these para-
legals was comprised of 

seven modules: 
1. Attributions and organi-

zation of the Office for 
Legal Information and 

Consultation and the Ac-
cess to Justice Centres; 

2. Roles of the HRL activ-
ists within the access to 

justice project; 
3. Ethics and professional 

diligence; 

4. Introduction to human 

rights within administra-
tion of justice; 

5. Violations of Women 
and Children’s Rights; 

6. Traditional justice and 
alternative dispute reso-

lution mechanisms; 
7. Review and consolida-

tion of access to justice 
subjects. 

The training of the activ-
ists in included in the 

grant agreement signed 
by UNDP and the Human 

Rights L for the imple-
mentation of the access 

to justice project that this 

ONG is executing in the 

CAJ. 
This agreement was con-

ceived with technical and 
financial support of the 

UNDP Programme ROLS 
and is part of the govern-

ment’s strategy to involve 
civil society in the reform 

of the justice sector.  

Advisors from the Human 

Rights League receive the 

Prime-Minister in the office 

where they will work at 

Bissau Velho’s CAJ, in its 

inauguration day 

Chronology of the Process for the Establishment of the Access to Justice Centers  

November 2009 – Launching of the 

process of drafting the National Justice 

Policy and its Strategic Plan by the Ministry 

of Justice, with UNDP support 

 

August 2010 – Beginning of the 

conceptualizing the legal Framework for 

the Access to justice mechanisms by the 

Ministry of Justice with UNDP support 

 

October 2010 – I National Justice Forum 

for the validation of the National Forum 

and the Strategic Plan  

 

 

 

November 2010 – Launching of the 

Access to Justice Assessment in Guinea 

Bissau: Regions of Oio, Cacheu and Bissau, 

with the aim of collecting evidence based 

information on Access to justice 

constraints both from the claim holders 

and duty bearers. This study served as the 

reference for the Access to justice 

mechanisms to be implemented in these 

three pilot regions 

 

January 2011 – Adoption of the National 

Justice Policy and Strategic Plan 2010-2015 

by the Council of Ministers. This policy 

and plan sets the establishment of the 

access to justice centers as first level 

priority for the government of Guinea 

Bissau, with a deadline for its 

implementation of 2 years 

 

February 2011 – Adoption of decree law  

11/2011 of 3 February that frames the 

creation and establishment of the Office 

for Legal Information and Consultation and 

the Access to Justice Centres and 

regulates the conditions for provision of a 

public service of legal information and  

counseling for free, for the population, in 

particular the most vulnerable 

  

April 2011 – Signature of the Letter of 

Agreement between UNDP and the 

Ministry of justice for the implementation 

of GICJU and CAJ in three regions of the 

country – Bissau, Oio e Cacheu 

The same day took place the signature of 

the Agreement between the Ministry of 

Justice and the Bar Association to regulate 

the provision of a bro bono defender 

(lawyer) under the Cabinet of Information 

and Legal Counseling (GICJU) 

competencies and responsibilities  

(Ministry of Justice financing the Bar 
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Association to cover the cost of the pro 

bono services, provided by Bar 

Association members, upon CAJ 

request. The founds were a UNDP 

donation to the Ministry of Justice) 

 

May 2011 – Seminar for the 

presentation of the results of the 

Access to Justice Assessment and first 

public presentation of the Access to 

justice mechanisms in the process of 

creation by the government 

  

May 2011 – Launching of the Training 

Course and selection of the 8 Legal 

Technical Assistants (2 in each CAJ) to 

work in the Access to justice centers 

  

June 2011 – Launching of the 

rehabilitation Works of the four CAJ by 

UNDP 

 

July 2011 – Signature of the Grant 

Agreement with the Human Rights 

League for the implementation of a 

Project Effective Promotion of Access 

to Justice, to be implemented for one 

year in Bissau, Oio and Cacheu whereby 

30 HRL activists, duly trained for the 

purpose, will be based in the Access to 

justice centres to support the work of 

the centres on a more community 

based perspective 

 

July 2011 – Ceremony to award 

certificates to 8 Legal Aid Technicians 

who attended successfully the training 

course. They were recruited by the 

Ministry of Justice to provide legal aid in 

the Access to Justice Centers.   

August 2011 – Training course on Legal 

Assistance delivered to 30 Guinean 

League for Human Rights (LGDH) 

activists 

 

September  2011 – Establishment of 

4 Access to Justice Centers  finalized 

through rehabilitation and fully 

provision of equipment. The 

rehabilitation and equipment were 

funded by ROLS/UNDP 

 

September 13rd and 14th 2011 – 

Inauguration day (opening day) for four 

Access to Justice Centers (CAJs):  2 in 

Bissau (Bissau Velho and Barrio Militar), 

one in Canchungo and one in Mansoa 

Opening of RoLS’ offices in Mansoa and Canchungo 

The same dates of Access to Justice inaugura-

tion day in Mansoa and Canchungo, two Rule 

of Law and Security Programme –RoLS- of-

fices were opened in the CAJs premises.  In 

the RoLs offices in the regions, two national 

Field Project officers and two Administrative 

Assistants are already on duty to provide all 

support required to guarantee an effective 

programme implementation and monitoring in 

the regions and to collaborate with the Legal 

Aid Technicians and LGDH activists. As an-

nounced in the previous edition of “RoLS 

informs”, a programme will be financed by the 

Peace Building Fund (PBF) in regard to Re-

gional Courts constructions in Cacheu and 

Oio.  

This process will start next year and the role 

played by the RoLS staff in the region will be 

key in following up with the entire courts 

rehabilitation process, in order to further 

improve access to justice and decentraliza-

tion.   

RoLS 



RoLS Informs is a bimonthly publication of the Rule of Law and Security Programme implemented by UNDP in 

Guinea-Bissau, with the support of the Bureau of Conflict Prevention and Recovery (BCPR) and the Millennium 

Development Goals Fund (MDG-F).  

For further information on the programme, please contact Elisabete Vilar, Communication Officer UNDP: 

 tel. + 245 6272214; e-mail: elisabete.vilar@one.un.org. 

 

Emissions of 1,22 tons of CO2 equivalent utilized for the production of this 

newsletter will be compensated by the planting of eight trees. 

RoLS Programme 

RoLS is managed by a multidisciplinar team, based at the UN in Guinea-

Bissau building: Gerard Chagniot, MDG-F Coordinator and Conflict 

Prevention and Recovery Advisor; Ana Graça, Programme Specialist; Taino 

João Monteiro, Administrative and Financial Assistant; Mussa Mendes, Driver, 

and Justino Cabi, Driver. 

 

 

After-Opening Access to Justice Centers activities  

Since the Access to Justice Centers 

(CAJs) opening ceremony on Septem-

ber 13 and 14, the result of their in-

tervention is a clear signal of the lack 

of information and legal protection 

(assistance) that has been experi-

enced by the beneficiaries and their 

aim to finally benefit from the provi-

sion of a public service of legal infor-

mation and counseling, free of charge.    

Within the last two weeks of Septem-

ber, the Access to Justice Center in 

Bissau Velho attended 32 persons, 5 

women and 27 men. The most fre-

quent cases were related to labor 

rights, specifically dismissal without 

just cause, family rights, mainly di-

vorce and property rights. 

In Bairro Militar, the scenario is simi-

lar, even though the Center received 

less cases than the one in Bissau 

Velho; in fact this CAJ attended 14 

users, only one of which were 

women. Land property cases were 

the most frequent in Bairro Militar, 

followed by minor physical assaults, 

theft, Labor rights, family rights and property rights related 

cases. 

At the Mansoa Access to Justice Center 5 persons were 

assisted, one man and 4 women. Most 

part of the cases are related to land and 

property  rights, a forced marriage case 

handed over by the local police to CAJ, 

as well as alimony and paternity suit. In 

Canchungo 16 persons, of which only 

one was a woman,  visited the Access to 

Justice Center. The majority of the 

counseling provided  were regarding 

Civil Law cases as child custody, land 

and property rights and few Criminal 

Law cases related to illegal detention 

and minor physical assault.  

In early October, the Cabinet of Infor-

mation and Legal Counseling coordina-

tor, responsible for the coordination of 

all the Access to Justice Centers in the 

country, will conduct a field mission to 

the CAJs visiting all sector of each Re-

gion to monitor the activities under-

taken by the CAJ to date and to support 

the establishment of the “Postos de 

Atendimento Sectorial” (PAS), to assit 

population at sector and village levels. 

The RoLS programme Specialist as well as the Field Project 

officer and the Legal Aid Technicians, responsible for each re-

gion (Oio and Cacheu), will join the field mission. 

…Farewell… 
 

Mirella Domenich, ROLS Communication Officer, left Guinea-Bissau on last September 15th, to go back to her home 

country, Brazil, and to keep going with her further professional and personal future plans.  Sadly we witnessed her leaving 

after her valuable contribution over the last year that made possible numerous programme achievements. Just to remem-

ber few of them, the 1st phase of the Security Sector Reform Sensitization campaign, the precious support provided to 

produce the access to justice information and sensitization material, comics, radio novels, theatres, editing of publications, 

a number of actions that helped to divulgate programme activities within the Security Sector Reform, and the RoLS ef-

forts itself. We wish Mirella great success for her plans and Guinea-Bissau will wait for her to come back soon!    

The cases followed by the CAJs shows that the popu-

lation was in need of such an assistance 

mailto:mirella.domenich@undpaffiliates.org

